Minutes of the New Market

Town Council Meeting

March 16, 2009

7:30 pm


The New Market Town Council met in the Council Chambers of the Arthur L. Hildreth, Jr. Municipal Building on Monday, March 16, 2009 with the following members present:.  Larry Smith, Mayor, John Blosser, Vice Mayor, Ripley Click, Harry Durrett, Eddie Litten, Gary Comer, and Troy Fadeley.

Town Attorney – Jason Ham

Town Manager – Chris Boies

Town Clerk – Jeanne Rinker

Visitors and Press – See attached sheet


Mayor Smith opened the meeting and declared that a quorum was present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

Approval of the Agenda


Mr. Comer made a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Fadeley seconded. Motion carried.
Consent Agenda


Mayor Smith presented the Consent Agenda which included minutes from the February 17th Council Meeting and the Financial Statements for February 2009.  Mr. Fadeley moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Comer seconded the motion which passed unanimously.
Public Hearing:  There were no public hearings scheduled.
Citizen Comments and Petitions


Mrs. Peggy Harkness, Treasurer of the New Market Library and Town citizen presented an update on what’s happening at the Library.  Mrs. Harkness reported that since opening on November 3, 2008, the Library has been a smashing success and greatly received by the community.  Following are some of the important facts that Mrs. Harkness pointed out:
· Since opening in November, circulation and computer usage have increased 100%.

· It has been in the news recently that as the economy worsens, the need for library services increases.  We see this happening in New Market.

· The library has 4 general purpose computers, and most of the time they are all in use.  Many people use them to look for employment, do resumes, and apply for jobs online.  

· The County stopped sending Social Services workers to homes to help small children with learning disabilities.  The tutoring room at the Library is now being used for that project.  The tutoring room is also used for learning English utilizing the Rosetta Stone software.
· The day following the Library’s opening, they hosted voting for kids.  More recently they hosted the “Read Across America Day” honoring Dr. Seuss, which was attended by 42 children.

· The Library has increased their total weekly hours from 24 to 29.  In April there will be a meeting for new volunteers.  It is hoped that this will lead to the Library’s opening on Sunday afternoons.  This would be a time that would be appealing to families and also the Seventh-Day Adventists in our community.

· The Library has applied for about 30 grants and received one for $10,000.  They have not yet heard back from most of them.


Mrs. Harkness ended her presentation with her thanks to the Town for their help in supporting the Library in the past and a plea to the Town to continue their yearly contribution.  She stated that the Library would welcome any kind of help the Town could provide, such as a mailing list of Town residents. 

Committee Reports
Finance and Personnel:  Mr. Fadeley reported that the committee met on Monday, March 2, 2009 with all members present.  They voted to recommend to full Council approval of Resolution #191 which authorizes the Town Treasurer to participate in the Virginia Department of Taxation’s Debt Set-Off Collection Program.  


Another meeting was held on Thursday, March 12, 2009.  This was the first budget work session.  Another budget work session is scheduled for March 26, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the Town Hall.  This meeting is open to the public.

Public Works:  Mr. Blosser reported that the committee met on Monday, March 2, 2009 with all members present.  The first agenda item was a closed session to discuss a contract for trash pickup and new carpet for the Town Hall.  Following the closed session Mr. Boies read the Certification Resolution.  The committee discussed the replacement of carpet in the Town Hall due to water damage and voted to accept the bid of The Home Store to replace it.  

In other business, Mr. Boies explained that the insurance money received from VML to replace the carpet would be a sufficient amount to also have the Town Hall painted.  The committee voted to accept the bid from Mr. Jim Rosenberger to do this work.


The committee heard several announcements from Town Manager Chris Boies.  The first was regarding an upcoming public hearing concerning VDOT’s proposal to close the New Market rest area.  Mr. Boies also reported that the application for stimulus funds for the pipe line and pump station was being submitted.  He also told the committee that he was planning to schedule a preconstruction meeting involving the contractor, the engineer and Town Staff for the I&I Project to take place within the next few weeks.

Public Safety:  Mr. Comer reported that no Public Safety meeting was held for the month of March.

Tourism, Economic Development, and Historic Preservation:   Mr. Durrett reported that the committee met on March 2, 2009. All members were present.  It was announced that a July 4th planning committee would be held on March 10, 2009 at 7:00 pm.

The above meeting took place on March 10th at the Town Hall.  In attendance were representatives from the following organizations:  the Lions Club, who will have the dunking booth and their annual auction; the New Market Rebels, who will have the Moon Bounce, provide volunteers for the dunking booth, and hold a Home Run Derby for the kids; the Rescue Squad, who will have a food trailer selling pork barbecue and hot dogs; the Fire Department, who will have barbecued chicken, country ham, and Bingo; the Community Center, who will sponsor a yard sale. The next meeting has been scheduled for May 12, 2009 at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall.


The second item on the agenda was the discussion concerning the development of an Economic Development Plan. Following discussion among the committee and other council members it was agreed that a formal Economic Development Plan is needed and the first step would be to seek input from local business owners.  A meeting of the local business community was scheduled for 7:00 pm on Monday, March 23, 2009 at the Town Hall.
Action Items

The first item eligible for Council action was discussion and consideration of Resolution #191 authorizing the Town Treasurer to participate in the Virginia Department of Taxation’s Debt Set-Off Collection Program.  Mr. Litten made a motion to adopt Resolution #191 as stated.  Mr. Fadeley seconded the motion which carried on a roll call vote of ayes (6) Nays (0).

The next item eligible for Council action was discussion and consideration of Resolution #192 recognizing the week of April 12th – April 18th , 2009 as New Market Library Week.  Mr. Comer moved to adopt Resolution #192 as stated and Mr. Blosser seconded.  The motion passed on a roll call vote of ayes (6) nays (0).

Mayor’s Comments


Mayor Smith had the following comments:

· We presented the first “Key to the Town of New Market” this past Saturday, March 14, to JMU’s head baseball coach for visiting us. JMU played Bryant University at Rebel Park.  

· There will be another game at Rebel Park tomorrow night at 7:30 pm when Hampden-Sydney plays Bridgewater College.
· Mr. Boies and I attended the VDOT public hearing this past Thursday night.  In case you are unaware, VDOT is planning to close New Market Rest Area and all rest areas along the I-81 corridor.  We, along with many others, voiced our opposition to this drastic move.
Council Comments


There were no Council Comments.

Staff Comments


Mr. Boies had the following announcements:
· The Economic Development Committee is going to meet on Monday night, March 23, 2009 at 7:00 pm.  We have mailed invitations to all business owners  who participate in our business license program.

· The Budget Committee is going to meet on March 26, 2009 at 1:00 pm.

· The Streetscape Committee is going to have a public forum on April 2, 2009 at 7:00 pm to discuss the design that’s been accomplished thus far.  
· The stimulus application for the pipe line and pump station project was sent in last week.  Those projects will be posted on the DEQ website around the first week of April.  It’s going to be sent to the Water Control Board for their recommendation and hopefully we will hear something back in May.

· There will be a preconstruction meeting with the contractor and the engineer on the I&I Project later this week.  Hopefully we’ll have a construction schedule to release to the public sometime next week.

· Regarding the annexation agreement with Shenandoah County, we’re waiting to hear back from the county administrator on a date for a joint meeting with the Board of Supervisors on that proposal.

Closed Session


Next on the agenda was a closed session as authorized by Virginia State Code section 2.2-3711(A)(1) to discuss the performance of specific local government personnel. Mr. Comer made the motion to go into closed session at 7:54 pm.  Mr. Litten seconded the motion which passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Following the closed session Mr. Boies read the Certification Resolution which states: With respect to the just-concluded closed session, and to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information  Act and (ii) only such public businesss matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the Town Council.  Mr. Comer made a motion to end the closed session at 8:26 pm pursuant to the reading of the Certificaton Resolution.  Mr. Litten seconded, and the motion passed on the following roll call vote: ayes (6) nays (0).
Adjournment


With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 8:28 pm following a motion by Mr. Comer.
                                                                                          _________________________

                                                                                          Larry Smith, Mayor

___________________________

Jeanne K. Rinker, Town Clerk
