Minutes of the New Market

Town Council Meeting

Monday, November 15, 2010


The New Market Town Council met in the Council Chambers of the Arthur L. Hildreth, Jr. Municipal Building on Monday, November 15, 2010 with the following members present:  Larry Smith, Mayor, John Blosser, Vice Mayor, Mary Alice Burch, Harry Durrett, Eddie Litten, Gary Comer, and Troy Fadeley.  

Town Attorney – Jay Litten (substituting for Jason Ham)

Town Manager – Evan Vass

Town Clerk – Jeanne K. Rinker

Visitors and Press – See attached sheet


Mayor Smith called the meeting into session and established a quorum.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.
Approval of the Agenda


Mr. Comer made a motion to approve the Agenda.  It was seconded by Mr. Fadeley and carried unanimously on a voice vote.

Consent Agenda


Mayor Smith presented the Consent Agenda which included the minutes of the October 18th Council Meeting and the Financial Statements for October.  Mr. Comer made a motion to approve the consent agenda and Mr. Fadeley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.  

Public Hearing


There were no public hearings.

Citizen Comments and Petitions


The first and only citizen to comment was Mrs. Judy Delaughter,  president of the New Market Area Chamber of Commerce and owner of The Gingham Cottage gift shop .  Mrs. Delaughter expressed her thanks for helping to make the Chamber sponsored Heritage Days Fall Festival a great success to each of the following:  the Mayor, the Town Manager, Town Council, Public Works Department, the Police Department, businesses and homeowners.  She also brought a newspaper advertisement featuring businesses in New Market which recently appeared in The Shenandoah Valley-Herald and was sponsored in part by the Chamber.


In closing, Mrs. Delaughter added that she and the Chamber are very much in support of the downtown streetscape program and look forward to seeing the project get underway. 

Committee Reports

Finance & Personnel:  Mr. Fadeley reported that the Finance & Personnel Committee met on Wednesday, November 3, 2010 with all members present.  Following discussion, the committee voted unanimously to recommend the adoption of the following items to full council:   
· An amendment to the 2011 budget for a DEQ grant for wellhead

            protection projects;  also another budget amendment involving the

            replacement of two water meters at the Howell Metal complex
· Resolution  #203, a resolution of support committing 20% matching funds for

      the 2010 enhancement grant application, otherwise known as Streetscape, 
      from the Commonwealth Transportation Board

· The reappointment of Mr. Jim Weissenborn and Mr. Chad Neese to the Historic Overlay District Review Board


There was no further business to consider so the meeting was adjourned.
Public Works:  Mr. Blosser reported that the Public Works Committee met on Wednesday, November 3, 2010 with all members present.  The only item on the agenda was discussion and consideration of permitting the use of public property.  This was pertaining to the clock in front of Sun Trust Bank.  The committee voted unanimously to recommend to council the approval of allowing Sun Trust to replace and maintain the clock.  The permit will be for a 5 year period and can be extended indefinitely in 5 year increments.  Following this action the meeting was adjourned.
Public Safety:  Mr. Comer reported that the Public Safety Committee met on November 3, 2010 with all members present.  The only thing on their agenda was discussion and consideration of a resolution officially recognizing the merger of the New Market Fire Department and the New Market Rescue Squad into one public safety organization.  The committee voted unanimously to recommend approval of this resolution to full council.  

Mr. Comer also reported that the officers for the new public safety organization had been elected and he announced the names as follows:  

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS


President


John Blosser

Vice-President

Gary Biller


Asst Vice-President

Sis Blosser


Treasurer


Mike Scaboo


Asst Treasurer

Fonda Swartz

Secretary


Michelle Biller


OPERATIONS OFFICERS


Chief



Robbie Smith

Asst. Chief


Dale Dodson


Fire Lieutenant

Daniel Dellinger


MS Lieutenant

Stephanie Seekford


Communications

Amos Silvious 


Lieutenant


AT-LARGE BOARD MEMBERS

Bill Rogers


Christy Holloman

Tourism, Economic Development and Historic Preservation:   Mr. Durrett reported that the Committee met on Wednesday, November 3, 2010 with all members present.  There was no new business on the agenda, but the pigeon problem on Congress Street was discussed.  It was agreed to put property owners in touch with a local contractor who is willing to help them with the problem.
Action Items


Mayor Smith presented the first action item, discussion and consideration of amending the FY 2011 budget.  Mr. Vass explained that there are 2 different amendments under consideration.  The first is to show incoming grant revenue and outgoing expenditure for fencing around 2 wells.  The other is for the 2 water meters that will be  installed at Howell Metal. The amendment would designate an increase of the use of water/sewer capital reserves with a corresponding expenditure in the water/sewer capital budget, water contingency account.  Since the amount is under 1% a public hearing is not necessary to amend the budget.  Mr. Fadeley made a motion to approve the two amendments to the FY 2011 budget as presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Litten and carried on the following roll call vote: ayes (6) nays (0). 

The next action item was discussion and consideration of a resolution of support for the 2010 enhancement grant application to the Commonwealth Transportation Board. The Resolution #203 officially recognizes the New Market enhancement project (Streetscape) and commits the Town of New Market to the required 20% match.  Mr. Litten moved to adopt Resolution #203 and Mr. Fadeley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.  

Next on the agenda of action items was discussion and consideration of permitting the use of public property (downtown sidewalk) for the placement of a clock. Mr. Vass explained that Sun Trust Bank LLC desires to replace the existing, business owned, pedestal style clock located on the public sidewalk on Congress Street.  The replacement clock would be similar in size and footprint to the existing clock.  The permit, which would be for a five year period and could be extended indefinitely in five year increments to allow Sun Trust to replace and maintain the clock.  The permit would also enable future Town Council(s) to have the clock removed provided the future owners of the clock are given sufficient notice.  Mr. Fadeley moved to approve this use of downtown sidewalk for this project.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Burch and carried unanimously on a roll call vote. 

Action item #4 was discussion and consideration of amending the New Market Town Code to include section 62 – 49 “adjustments for excessively high usage” and repeal section 62 – 64 “meter testing”.  Mr. Vass explained that the ordinance would codify a policy for staff to make adjustments to water/sewer bills for excessively high usage, such as might occur as a result of faulty plumbing. The ordinance would also allow the repeal of section 62 – 64 which addresses the testing of meters at a customer’s request. The Public Works Committee recommended adoption of the ordinance at their November 3rd meeting.  Mr. Blosser made a motion to amend the New Market Town Code to include section 62 – 49 and to repeal section 62 – 44.  Mr. Comer seconded the motion which carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Action item #5 was discussion and consideration of a resolution officially recognizing the merger of the New Market Fire Department and the New Market Rescue Squad into one public safety organization.  Mr. Litten moved to approve the resolution, #204, recognizing the said merger.  It was seconded by Mr. Comer and carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

The final action item on the agenda was discussion and consideration of appointments of two (2) positions to the New Market Historic Overlay District Review Board.  The three (3) year terms of Mr. Jim Weissenborn and Mr. Chad Neese will expire at the end of November 2010.  Both agreed to serve another term.  Mr. Weissenborn serves as a representative of downtown property owners and Mr. Neese serves as a staff representative.  Mr. Comer made a motion to reappoint Mr. Weissenborn and Mr. Neese to the New Market Historic Overlay District Review Board.  Mr. Litten seconded and the motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mayor’s Comments

Mayor Smith commented on the success of the Heritage Days Fall Festival.  The weather was beautiful, there were a lot of out of town visitors, and the events were well organized.  He expressed appreciation to all those who helped bring this about.

With the upcoming holidays, Mayor Smith urged everyone to check the newspapers and flyers around town to keep up with the events taking place, including the Christmas parade and tree lighting on December 4th.


He commended those who have worked very hard to bring about the merger of the Fire Department and Rescue Squad.

Council Comments


There were no council comments.

Staff Comments


Mr. Vass reported that Dominion Power has notified the Town that they are going to be doing some tree trimming around the power lines in the near future.

He also reminded everyone that the Shady Lane meeting would be held the following evening (November 16th) at 7:00 pm at the Fire Department.


Mr. Vass stated that there was a lot of activity at the pump station. An electrical sub-contractor was on the scene as well as block masons.  Walls were going up and progress was being made. 

Closed Session


There was no closed session.

Adjournment

Following a motion by Mr. Comer and second by Mr. Durrett, Mayor Smith adjourned the meeting at 7:49 pm.

                                                                                             _____________________

                                                                                             Larry Smith, Mayor

___________________________

Jeanne K. Rinker, Town Clerk
