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Minutes of the New Market
Town Council Meeting
Tuesday, February 16, 2010

The New Market Town Council met in the Council Chambers of the Arthur L.
Hildreth, Jr. Municipal Building on Tuesday, February 16, 2010 with the following
members present: Larry Smith, Mayor, John Blosser, Vice Mayor, Ripley Click, Harry
Durrett, Eddie Litten, Gary Comer and Troy Fadeley.

Town Attorney — Jason Ham

Town Manager — Chris Boies

Town Clerk — Jeanne Rinker

Visitors and Press — See attached sheet

Mayor Smith called the meeting into session and established that a quorum was
present. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

Approval of the Agenda

Mr. Litten moved to approve the agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr.
Comer and passed unanimously.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Smith presented the consent agenda which included the minutes of the
January 19, 2010 Council meeting and the Financial Statements for January. Mr. Comer
moved to approve the consent agenda. Mr. Fadeley seconded the motion which
passed unanimously on a voice vote,

Public Hearing
There were no public hearings.
Citizen Comments and Petitions

The first citizen to come to the podium was Mr. Roy Muller. His comments
follow: “Ttalked to Chris, just as the snow storm was heading this way last week, about
the possibility of the Town setting a snow emergency route on Congress Street. There are
several reasons besides the needs for emergency vehicles, the fact that you get I-81 traffic
dumped on you when they have something happening on the interstate. You also have 2
subsidiary streets closed, Cadet Road and John Sevier because of the I&1 sitvation. I feel
that with the snow emergency route the ideal thing would be to allow no parking on the
street if you had a reasonable forecast for snow. In the past you’ve had no parking on
Congress Street when you do street cleaning or for events. This winter we’ve had an
excessive amount of snow and I think it’s something you ought to consider making it a
part of your policy of making no parking for at least several hours afier the snow stops so
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VDOT and the Town can get the streets cleaned pretty decently and make it a safe
passage for everyone. I don’t know if you’ve ever considered that or not, but I think you

ought to.”

Mayor Smith and Mr. Comer agreed to put Mr. Muller’s suggestion on the agenda
of the next Public Safety Committee mecting. Mr. Boies added that there are going to be
a few residents on the southern end of Congress Street that are not going to have any
other place to park, either in front of their residence or behind their residence. And there
is no public parking in that area, which is the reason we did not do it for this storm. We
just need to keep those people in mind because the closest parking would be beside
Jalisco’s and some people would be walking several blocks through heavy snow to get
home, and that’s going to create a problem for those folks. So this is something we need
to take into consideration. We would also have to check with VDOT to see if they would

even let us do that.”

Commiittee Reports

Finance & Personnel: Mr. Fadeley reported that the Finance & Personnel
Committee met on February 1, 2010 with all members in attendance. “The first agenda
item was a closed session to discuss an appointment to the Board of Zoning Appeals.
Following the closed session the Commiitee voted unanimously to recommend the
appointment of Mr, Nevin Dellinger to the Board of Zoning Appeals.”

“The next agenda item was consideration of budget amendments to the 09-10
budget just to reflect 2 grants that we were awarded. We voted to recommend to the
Council the approval of these budget amendments.”

“We also discussed the proposed Capital improvement Plan for the next 5 years.
We are recommending that it be forwarded on to the Planning Commission for their
consideration.”

“Following the discussion the meeting was adjourned.”

Public Works: Mr. Blosser reported that the Public Works Committee met on
February 1, 2010 with all members present. “Mike Ritchie gave an update on the I&I
Project with water lines on Cadet Road completed and all service lines connected. The
sewer line has been started. Mr. Boies added that the contractor has contacted the asphalt
plant to make sure we’re close to the top of the list when they reopen in the spring.”

“Mr. Boies gave an update on the force main project with 20% ~ 25% of the force
main in. The pump station project is running a little behind schedule.”

Mr. Click asked about sump pumps and gutters that illegally discharge directly
into the Town sewer system. The Town attorney is going to look into this as he prepares
the new sewer ordinance.
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There was no other business so the meeting was adjourned.

Public Safety: Mr. Comer reported that the Public Safety Committee did not
meet in February. However, he said he would like to take a moment to commend Chief
Peery and his Department “for their good work during the series of snow storms that
we’ve had. Ireally appreciate Sgt. Rinker and Officer Breeden for taking me around
town to take in what was going on during that time. [ would also like to commend the
New Market Fire Department and the New Market Rescue Squad for all their fine work

during this time.”

Tourism, Economic¢ Development, and Historic Preservation: Mr. Durrett
made the following report: “Monday, February 1% the Tourism, Economic Development
and Historic Preservation Committee met with all members present. The first item on the
agenda was discussion to schedule a meeting of the July 4™ Committee sometime in
February. A tentative date of February 25" was set, dependent upon confirmation from
the participating organizations.”

“There was no further business to discuss so the meeting was adjourned.”

Action Jtems

Mayor Smith presented the first action item, discussion and consideration of
recommending to the Circuit Court the reappointment of Nevin Dellinger to the Board of
Zoning Appeals. Mr. Litten made a motion to recommend to the Circuit Court the
reappointment of Mr. Nevin Dellinger to the Board of Zoning Appeals. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Fadeley and carried on the following roll call vote: Mr. Click,
aye; Mr. Fadeley, aye; Mr. Comer, aye; Mr. Blosser, aye; Mr. Durrett, aye; Mr.
Litten, aye.

Next on the agenda of action items was discussion and consideration of budget
amendments to the 09 — 10 budget to reflect the award of two grants ($50,000 for trees as
part of the Streetscape) and $54,000 (to fence the well sites) and the expenditure of those
funds. Mr. Fadeley moved to amend the 09 — 10 budget to reflect the funds from the
awarding of these two grants and also their expenditure. Mr. Comer seconded the
motion which carried on the following roll call vote: Mr. Litten, aye; Mr. Durrett,
aye; Mr. Blosser, aye; Mr. Comer, aye; Mr. Fadeley, aye; and Mr. Click, aye.

Mayor Smith presented the third action item, discussion and consideration of
Resolution #200 endorsing a proposed voluntary settlement agreement with Shenandoah
County for the annexation of land in the New Market Growth Area. This resolution
would allow the document to be forwarded to the Commission on Local Government for
their review. Mr. Fadeley moved to approve Resolution #200 as stated. Mr. Blosser
seconded the motion.

Mr. Click had some questions regarding this resolution. He stated that it had been
kicked around for years and changed several times and he wanted to know why it has
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taken so long and exactly what was involved at this time. He stated, “We need to talk
about this thing — one last time.”

Mr. Boies stated, “Well what you’re doing is just endorsing the plan to go to the
Commission on Local Government. They’re going to come in and hold a public hearing.
They’re going to issue a report (you talk about it taking a long time) back to the Town
and the County. We will then have to hold a public hearing. We could adopt it by an
ordinance. (I may be getting this out of order). A 3 judge panel then has to review the
document and give its final approval. So you’re going to have to hold a public hearing on
this document and approve it at a later date. But basically what this document allows you
to do is annex land within this area that’s been defined. Town staff feels that it meets the
needs of the Town in the future. You all have been updated on any major changes that
have occurred throughout the process. So there haven’t been any major changes that you
all aren’t aware of.”

Mr. Ham added, “The basic structure of this is having a defined area, [ mean
there’s parameters to i, but an “at will, yes I want this piece of land, and we’ve got to be
able to show that we need it, and that it’s going to be developed, etc. There’s other
technicalities in there, but, [ mean that’s what we want, power to decide what we want to
do and when we want to do it. I don’t think the agreement is perfect; there’s some things
in there that I’'m not totally excited about, but I think it’s as good as you’re probably
going to get. As far as why it took so long, I don’t think that’s Chris’s issue. I know the
county has not been very quick. 1know that Chris was close to getting it done last
August. But, you’re not done yet.”

Mr. Boies commented, “Chad and I have a timeline of when we sent things to the
County and how long if takes to get a reply. And I could share that with you if you’d
like. There have been situations where we have had a couple of months go by without an
answer for something simple.”

Mr. Click added, “Well, that was my concern, that they would sneak something in
that we hadn’t talked about. When it’s taken so long, it makes you kind of leery about
what the final outcome is.”

Mr. John Chroniger asked the question, “Does that mean that the Town has the
final say, along with the county, on whether land would be brought into the Town or not,
or is there a place for citizens that live next door to that piece of property to express their
opinions?”’

Mr. Ham explained, “Those citizens next door can have their positions heard, but
the Town is not supposed to support that position.”

Mr. Boies added, “Every time a property is brought in, the Town Council will
have to take action, and it will be placed on their agenda. So it won’t be anything that
Jason and I can get together and say ‘oh, we’re going to take this piece of property’. It
wiil be a public vote every time something’s brought into town.”
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Mr. Chroniger continued, “Before, it seemed to me that the way we did it, there
was a great deal of arguing between you and the county as to whether or not they wanted
to relinquish the taxable land to our territory. We had to deal with proffers and so forth,
and some of it went to the county and some of it came to us. Would we have more control
over that portion of it? Would there still be room for the individual citizens to stand up
and be heard?”

Mr. Boies responded, “The way the agreement works is that everything is spelled
out between the Town and the County, like what properties can be taken in and when
they can be taken in and all of that. So there won’t be any of that back and forth dialogue
between the Town and the County because everything will be spelled out in the
agreement.”

Mr. Ham added, “And the cash proffer thing is still in there....... the fiscal impact
model. The county tax can be changed by the county. So you’ve got to have a certain
amount of faith in the county so that there’s not some crazy thing put in there so that it
costs 5 million dollars to do this. The words ‘reasonable discretion of the county’ are in
there which is a little bit better. I know Chris has tried to get more out of the county on
that point and that they want to be able to change the (proffer model) in the future. This
is something that is a compromise. The other way you get property is you sue the county,
and that’s what this provides, a moratorium for the Town for 20 years in exchange for
getting this agreement and you know you don’t really want to go through that process
anyway. The basic model of having a set area and set parameters whereby it can come
in, that’s exactly what this is. That is the best model, I think. There are a fair amount of
restrictions and strings attached to it, which you’ve read and seen. It’s going to be a lot
of work for Chris and Chad to make sure all of that works as things go along. But most
of the things you would argue about have been taken away, so you won’t have that
anymore.”

Mr. Chroniger asked, “Where in this does the Planning Commission fall?”

Mzr. Boies replied, “The Planning Commission will have to recommend the
zoning for those properties when they’re brought into town.”

Mr. Chroniger continued, “So it will have to go to them. Would this be before or
after the annexation?”

Mr. Boies stated, “We’ll bring it into town as a transitional X, which means they
can do what’s on the property now, but they can’t do a whole lot else. They’ll have to
rezone the property, and that will have to go before the Planning Commission, public
hearings and all that good stuff, and then to the Council.”

Mr, Ham added that the zoning had to be consistent with the Comp Plan as well.
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With no further discussion taking place, Mayor Smith asked for a roll call vote
which resulted as follows: M. Click, aye; Mr. Fadeley, aye; Mr. Comer, aye; Mr.
Blosser, aye; Mr. Durrett, aye; and Mr. Litten, aye.

Mayor’s Comments

Mayor Smith had the following comments: “I’d like to piggy back on
Councilman Comer and say what a tremendous job not only the Police, the Fire and
Rescue Departments, but the Town Staff did in terms of moving snow. [ heard nothing
but compliments, if you’ll pass that on to the people involved. But I think we also need to
mention that the office staff was also here working. I think that’s important too. As
slowly, at times, as the wheels of government grind, they keep it moving and kept it
moving during some pretty severe conditions. So, kudos to everybody on that. It was
good to see that the Town citizens pulled together. People were helping to shovel each
other out and doing that kind of thing. It was good to see the Town all working

together.”
Council Comments

There were no Council Comments.

Staff Comments

Mr. Boies stated, “T would just like to echo your comments about snow removal.
Town staff stayed on top of it. They had a good plan put in place and they followed that
plan. They were able to stay on top of the snow. I went and visited some of the other
towns a couple of days later and our streets were much better than most of the other
localities. We were one of the few organizations I know that stayed open throughout the
entire storm. We didn’t miss a minute of work. The office staff worked together very
well to cover the shifts.”

“We’re also watching things very closely in Richmond. They had their crossover
day for legislation. We went last week and spoke with Senator Obenshain and Delegate
Gilbert and voiced our concerns over the State budget and the cuts and the impact it’s
going to have on the local budgets. We were told everything we wanted was protected,
so we’re watching to see how things play out.”

Mayor Smith announced that the New Market Rest Area on I-81 opened today.

Closed Session

There were no closed sessions.

Adjournment




274 Following a motion by Mr. Comer which was seconded by Mr. Fadeley, Mayor
275  Smith adjourned the meeting at 7:52 pm.
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