Minutes of the New Market 

Town Council Meeting

January 20, 2009

7:30 pm


The New Market Town Council met in the Council Chambers of the Arthur L. Hildreth, Jr. Municipal Building on Tuesday, January 20, 2009 with the following members present:  Larry Smith, Mayor, John Blosser, Vice Mayor, Ripley Click, Harry Durrett, Eddie Litten, Gary Comer, and Troy Fadeley.
Town Attorney – Jason Ham

Town Manager – Chris Boies

Town Clerk – Jeanne Rinker

Visitors and Press – See attached sheet


Mayor Smith opened the meeting and declared that a quorum was present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

Consent Agenda


Mayor Smith presented the Consent Agenda which included minutes of the December 15, 2008 Council meeting and the Financial Statements for December 2008.  Mr. Comer moved to approve the Consent Agenda.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fadeley and passed unanimously.
Citizen Comments and Petitions


Mayor Smith introduced Elaine Blakey and Donna Vincent from the First Baptist Church in Harrisonburg, VA.  These ladies presented a citation to Councilman Harry Durrett for speaking to their congregation and youth about his quest for a seat on the Town Council of New Market and the steps leading to his election in May of 2008.  Also present for the presentation was Mr. Durrett’s sister, Alfreda Durrett.


Local citizen John Chroniger of Greenview Lane next came to the podium with 2 questions for the Council.  His first question was regarding the I & I project.  He wanted to know whether the problem with VDOT of the paving of the road is going to be resolved.  Mr. Boies explained that the Town’s contractor will control the paving of Cadet Road, which means it could be completed as soon as the water line and sewer line are replaced on that road.


Mr. Chroniger’s second question was regarding Ordinance #64, increasing the water/sewer rates and connection fees.  He asked whether the Council had considered making it two separate items, thus voting on the proposed water and sewer increases, then voting on the connection fee increases.  Mr. Blosser replied that the Public Works Committee had recommended approving the Ordinance as it is stated.

Committee Reports – (For detailed information see the minutes of each of these  
    



meetings which follow the Council meeting minutes.)

Finance and Personnel:  Mr. Fadeley reported that the Finance and Personnel Committee met on January 5, 2009 with all members present.  He summarized the discussions and actions that took place.

Public Works:  Mr. Blosser reported that the Public Works Committee met on January 5, 2009 with all members present.  He summarized the discussions and actions that occurred at the meeting.


Public Safety:  Mr. Comer reported that the Public Safety Committee met on January 5, 2009 with all members present.  Mr. Matt Hughes, New Market Fire Chief was also present.  Mr. Comer summarized the discussion that took place at the meeting.

Tourism, Economic Development, and Historic Preservation:  Mr. Durrett reported that his Committee met on January 5, 2009 with all members present.  He summarized the discussion which took place regarding the planning of the July 4th celebration.
Action Items:


The first item on the agenda eligible for Council action was discussion and consideration of recommending to the Circuit Court the reappointment of Bill Stevenson to the Board of Zoning Appeals. This was recommended to the Council by the Finance and Personnel Committee at their January meeting.  Mr. Fadeley made a motion to reappointment Mr. Stevenson.  Mr. Litten seconded.  The motion passed on a unanimous roll call vote.  

The second agenda item was discussion and consideration of Ordinance #64 which proposed an increase in water and sewer usage rates and connection fees.  Mr. Blosser moved to adopt the Ordinance and Mr. Comer seconded.  A lengthy discussion ensued.  Mr. Click stated that he liked Mr. Chroniger’s idea of separating the water/sewer rate increases and the connection fee increases.  Mr. Click related that he had voted against the connection fee increases at the last Public Works Committee meeting because he thought they were inappropriate at this time because of current economic conditions and the lack of building activity in the Town.  He shared recent articles from the Northern Virginia Daily newspaper, one regarding the Town of Woodstock and dated January 12, 2009, with headlines stating that Woodstock “May Forego Hikes in Pay and Sewer Rates”.  Another article, dated January 13, 2009, referred to the Town of Strasburg. It reported Strasburg has received only $149,000 of the $500,000 in water availability fees included in the current budget, and also that the last availability fee was paid on September 18, 2008.  The town has received only about $142,000 of the $500,000 in sewer availability fees included in the current budget.  These facts supported Mr. Click’s opinion that the housing boom is over and no one knows when it will start up again.  He said he felt that raising the connection fees would be a determent to housing development in the area and he would not vote for the proposed increase.  However, he did say that increasing the water/sewer usage rates was necessary and that’s why he favored separating the two items in the Ordinance.    

At this point Mr. Ham interjected that there was a motion on the floor which would have to be voted on before another motion to separate the two items could be made.

Mayor Smith asked if there was any more discussion.  Mr. Litten commented that he agreed that the water and sewer usage rates would have to increase but the proposed connection fee increases were too high.  Mr. Durrett added that his opinion concurred with Mr Litten’s.

Addressing Mr. Ham, Mr. Boies stated that the councilman who made the motion to adopt Ordinance #64 could amend his motion to delete the hookup fee increase from the ordinance.  Mr. Blosser immediately stated that he would not amend his motion. A roll call vote on the motion yielded the following results:  Mr. Litten, No; Mr. Durrett, No; Mr. Blosser, Yes; Mr. Comer, Yes; Mr. Fadeley, Yes; Mr. Click, No. The motion was defeated when Mayor Smith voted “No” to break the tie.

Following some suggestions from Mr. Ham and Mr. Boies regarding the best way to word a new motion to only increase the water and sewer usage rates, Mr. Click moved to adopt Ordinance #64, Exhibit A only, deleting Exhibit B which contained the hookup fee increases.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Litten and passed on a roll call vote of ayes (6), nays (0).

Regarding Exhibit B of Ordinance #64, Mr. Litten made a motion to table the issue and take it back to the Public Works Committee. Mr. Click seconded the motion which passed on the following roll call vote: ayes (5) nays (1), with Mr. Blosser casting the dissenting vote.

The next agenda item was discussion and consideration of an out-of-town sewer connection request from 4 residents on Click’s Lane.  Mr. Litten made a motion to approve the requests from Eugene Housden, Raymond and Mary Tusing, Elizabeth Gum, and Houston and Glenda Toman.  Mr. Comer seconded the motion which passed on the following roll call vote: ayes (6) nays (0).

Fourth on the list of items eligible for Council action was discussion and consideration of awarding a bid for the I & I project.  Mr. Blosser moved to award the bid to AJ Conner Excavating, as recommended by Stearns & Wheler, for $2 million contingent upon (1) Approval of the bid documents by the DEQ Revolving Loan Fund, and (2) Acceptance of the Change Order #1 by the contractor.  The change order reduces the costs by $211, 650, therefore bringing the total project cost to $1.8 million.  Mr. Litten seconded.  

Mayor Smith asked if there was any discussion.  

Mr. Click asked what would happen if the Town does not get the Revolving Loan Fund.  

Mr. Boies replied that the Town’s approval was contingent upon that.  Therefore if that funding is not received the Town would have to determine another funding source and the Council would have to vote again before the contract is awarded.  


Mr. Click said he had been under the impression that the Revolving Loan Funds were available for the Town to use.


Mr. Boies stated that the Town has followed their regulations and submitted the paperwork for their approval.  He added that although we were confident that approval would be granted, we don’t have it at this time.

Mr. Chroniger asked for and was given permission to ask a question.  He wanted to know if this funding from the DEQ was specifically to pay for the I & I or to repay the SunTrust loan.

Mr. Boies stated that it’s both.  He said it’s for the I & I project, but they will reimburse us to pay back the SunTrust loan. He explained that, however, the DEQ funds cannot be used for the paving of Cadet Road and the water line.  Those 2 items did not qualify for the Revolving Loan Fund.  The Council had voted previously to use reserve funds for those 2 parts of the project.  


The discussion was followed by a roll call vote which passed unanimously.

The final item eligible for Council action was discussion and consideration of a text amendment to the Town Zoning Ordinance adding regulations for adult businesses and conditional use regulations.  The Town Attorney and Town Planner drafted these regulations and provided justification for doing so.  The Planning Commission unanimously recommended approval. This text amendment is labeled Ordinance #65.

Mr. Litten made a motion to approve Ordinance #65 as presented.  Mr. Fadeley seconded the motion which passed on the following roll call vote: ayes (6) nays (0).
Mayor’s Comments


Mayor Smith announced that there was a strong response to the Motto Contest with 27 entries received.  A ballot listing the entries will be published in the February newsletter.  Ballots may also be downloaded from the Town’s website.  Ballots will be received in the Town Office through February 18, 2009.  The winner will be announced in the March newsletter.
Council Comments


None
Staff Comments


None

Closed Session


There was no closed session.

Adjournment


The meeting was adjourned at 7:57 pm.

                                                                                          _______________________

                                                                              Larry Smith, Mayor
________________________

Jeanne K. Rinker, Town Clerk

