Minutes of the New Market 

Town Council Meeting

Monday, December 20, 2010

7:30 pm


The New Market Town Council met in the Council Chambers of the Arthur L. Hildreth Jr. Municipal Building on Monday, December 20, 2010 with the following members present:  Larry Smith, Mayor, John Blosser, Vice Mayor, Mary Alice Burch, Harry Durrett, Eddie Litten, Gary Comer, and Troy Fadeley.

Town Attorney – Jason Ham

Town Manager – Evan Vass

Town Clerk – Jeanne Rinker

Visitors and Press – See attached sheet


Mayor Smith called the meeting into session and established a quorum.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.

Approval of the Agenda

Mr. Comer made a motion to approve the Agenda.  It was seconded by Mr. Fadeley and carried unanimously on a voice vote.

Consent Agenda

Mayor Smith presented the Consent Agenda which included the minutes of the November 15th  Council meeting and the Financial Statements for November.  Mr. Fadeley made a motion to approve the consent agenda and Mr. Comer seconded.  The motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.  

Public Hearing


There were no public hearings.

Citizen Comments and Petitions


Mayor Smith introduced Mr. James W. Kelly of Robinson, Farmer, Cox and Associates who gave a brief summary of the FY 2010 Audit Report.  He reported that the financial statements were fairly stated and the auditors were not aware of any adjustments that needed to be made to them.  The audit showed that the Town of New Market is on strong financial ground and pointed to its healthy fund balance.  The fund balance represents the excess of assets over liabilities. Mr. Kelly suggested  a few policy changes that he said might improve internal controls. The staff has since implemented those policies.
Committee Reports

Finance & Personnel:  Mr. Fadeley reported that the Committee met on December 6th with all members present.  He stated that the Committee has 3 recommendations to full Council which they voted on and passed unanimously. They are as follows: (1) reappointment of Mr. Ron Gore, Mr. Tim Palmer and Mr. George Daugharty to the Planning Commission for 4 year terms. (2) recommendation of a $100 holiday bonus for each full time employee and (3) recommendation of a 2% pay raise for Town employees effective January 1, 2011.  This raise was included in the budget for the 2010/2011 FY with the stipulation that Council would have to approve in December.

A closed session was held to discuss some personnel matters after which the meeting was adjourned.


Public Works:  Mr. Blosser reported that the Public Works Committee met on December 6th with all members present.  The first agenda item was discussion and consideration of adopting a formalized payment extension plan for water and sewer utility accounts.  After much discussion, a motion was made and seconded to table the issue. 


Mr. Vass gave an update on the meeting held on November 16, 2010 with property owners in Pleasant View Subdivision.  


Also, on December 14, 2010 Public Works met with Mr. William Johnson and received the progress report on the force main and pump station projects and consideration for additional funds for engineering.


Public Safety:  Mr. Comer reported that the Public Safety Committee met on Monday, December 6th with all members present.  There was nothing on the agenda so the meeting was adjourned.

Mr. Comer expressed thanks and appreciation to Police Chief Peery, Sergeant Rinker and officer Mike Miller for directing traffic on Sunday, December 5th at the intersection of Old Cross Road and Congress Street while the traffic signals were being repaired or adjusted.  


Tourism, Economic Development & Historic Preservation:  Mr. Durrett reported that the Committee met on December 6th with all members present.  The only agenda item was discussion and consideration of permitting the use of the public parking lot for a Farmers’ Market.  The Committee passed the motion to recommend to full Council that the use of the public parking lot (on Congress Street) for a Farmers’ Market be permitted.
Action Items


The first action item was discussion and consideration of Planning Commission Appointments.  Mr. Litten moved to reappoint Mr. Ron Gore, Mr. Tim Palmer, and Mr. George Daugharty to the Planning Commission for 4 year terms.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Fadeley and carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

Mayor Smith presented the next action item, discussion and consideration of granting employee Christmas bonuses.  Mr. Fadeley moved to grant each full time employee a holiday bonus of $100.  It was seconded by Mr. Litten and passed unanimously on a roll call vote.

Next on the list of action items was discussion and consideration of granting employee pay increases in the amount of 2% in 2011.  Ms. Burch made a motion to grant employee pay increases by 2%  effective January 1, 2011 and Mr. Litten seconded.  The motion carried unanimously on a roll call vote.


Action item number 4 was discussion and consideration of permitting the use of a public parking lot for a Farmers’ Market in 2011.  The parking lot under consideration is the one on Congress Street next to Jalisco’s Restaurant.  Mr. Durrett moved to grant permission for the Farmers Market to use the public parking lot.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Litten and carried on the following roll call vote:  Mr. Litten, yes; Mr. Durrett, yes; Mr. Blosser, yes; Mr. Comer, yes; Mr. Fadeley, no; Ms. Burch, no.

Next on the action agenda was discussion and consideration of revisions to the New Market sewer ordinances. Mr. Vass explained that this would revise our current sewer ordinances and make them comply with Broadway’s.  He stated that it is part of the Town’s contractual agreement with Broadway so that our new ordinance would parallel theirs in terms of wastewater quality.  Our Attorney, Mr. Ham and his staff have worked with Broadway’s legal counsel and some of their staff members.

Mr. Ham added that what these ordinances actually provide, in addition to changing some technical things that are really not relevant, is that Broadway’s Town Manager, as well as our Town Manager, have the power to enforce these ordinances. That is required because Broadway is going to hold the waste water discharge permit for the Regional Treatment Plant.

Mr. Blosser made a motion to approve the revisions to the sewer ordinances.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Comer and carried unanimously on a roll call vote.

The final item on the agenda of action items was discussion and consideration of amendment #4 (See attached amendment) to Task Order #6 Engineering Services for the North Fork Pump Station and Pipeline. Mr. Vass commented that the Public Works Committee and other councilmen had met with Mr. William Johnson on December 14th to discuss an amendment to Task Order #6 which would provide additional funds for construction administration, engineering related expenses in the amount not to exceed $90,000.  The staff report did not include information as to where that money could be drawn from, but he recommended holding in reserve $90,000 from the $300,000 that was set aside in the Capital budget for I&I work, or just drawing from reserve funds.  Mr. Litten stated that he would prefer to use reserve funds because the I&I work needs to be done.  Mr. Fadeley made a motion to approve amendment #4 to Task Order #6 Engineering Services.  Mr. Blosser seconded the motion which carried unanimously on a roll call vote.  

Mayor’s Comments


Mayor Smith expressed appreciation to the Public Works Department for their work on Jackson Avenue.  They spent long hours in cold and inclement weather until the project was completed.


The mayor commented that the Streetscape Project has finally been approved and bids will go out January 1, 2011.  It is hoped that the work can begin around mid March.  It is exciting to know that the revitalization of the downtown area is becoming a reality.

Mayor Smith commended those who worked so hard to bring about the merger of the New Market Area Rescue Squad and the Fire Department, specifically Mr. John Blosser and also the Safety Committee.  This merger will be a boon to the town, improving the volunteerism and improving the services to the town.


Lastly the mayor complimented a group of people who were present who promoted the Farmers Market coming to the Congress Street public parking lot for the 2011 season.  He added that the businesses nearby were pleased and very supportive of this upcoming weekly event.


In closing Mayor Smith wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Council Comments


Ms. Burch and Mr. Fadeley stated that, regarding the Farmers Market, they were not opposed to the Market itself, but to the location.  They preferred using the parking lot on John Sevier Road next to the Post Office.
Staff Comments


Mr. Vass stated that he especially wanted to repeat the thanks to Mr. Ritchie and his crew for their persistence and hard work on the Jackson Avenue project.


Ms. Lohr urged everyone to stay and enjoy the refreshments which were provided in celebration of Christmas.

Adjournment


Following a motion by Mr. Litten which was seconded by Mr. Comer, the meeting was adjourned at 8:01 pm.









__________________
                                                                                                Larry Smith, Mayor
________________________

Jeanne K. Rinker, Town Clerk

.  
