Minutes of the New Market

Town Council Meeting

May 19, 2009

7:30 pm


The New Market Town Council met in the Council Chambers of the Arthur L. Hildreth, Jr. Municipal Building on Tuesday, May 19, 2009 with the following members present: Larry Smith, Mayor, John Blosser, Vice Mayor, Ripley Click, Harry Durrett, Eddie Litten, Gary Comer and Troy Fadeley.

Town Attorney – Jason Ham

Town Manager – Chris Boies

Town Clerk – Jeanne Rinker

Visitors and Press – See attached sheet


Mayor Smith opened the meeting and established that a quorum was present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.  Mayor Smith announced that he wanted to congratulate Town Manager, Chris Boies for presenting us with the newest citizen of New Market, Emily Madison Boies who was born yesterday at 10:07 am.  Emily weighed 7 pounds and 15 ounces.

Approval of the Agenda


Mr. Blosser moved to approve the agenda and Mr. Comer seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.
Consent Agenda


Mayor Smith presented the Consent Agenda which included minutes from the April 20th Council meeting and the Financial Statements for April 2009.  Mr. Litten made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Mr. Litten seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 
Public Hearings


There were no public hearings. 
Citizen Comments and Petitions


Mayor Smith recognized Police Chief Peery who had three “Saved by the Belt” awards to present.  He first introduced Mr. Don Allen who is from the Governor’s Highway Safety Office and Sgt. Rinker from the New Market Police Department.  He then asked Ms. Cynthia Dinges, Mr.James Steptoe, Ms. Rebecca Cline and her son to come forward.  He described how these citizens were involved in motor vehicle accidents this year which occurred when Sgt. Rinker was on duty.  They were all spared serious injury or death because they were wearing their seat belts.

Mr. Allen then gave the following statistics:  “Last year in Virginia 821 lives were lost on our highways.  743 of those killed were drivers and passengers of motor vehicles and 365 of that number were unrestrained, which represents 49% of the fatalities last year.  As of May 15th of this year, we’ve had 243 fatalities on our highways.  Of those 243, 218 were drivers and passengers of motor vehicles in which there was a seat belt system in the vehicle.  112 of those 218 were unrestrained, or 51% of those fatalities.  We believe that if these individuals had been buckled up, many of their lives would have been saved.  We’re here tonight to thank the New Market Police Department for their work and for their nominations of these individuals for doing the right thing in being buckled up.  So far this year we’ve presented 33 such awards throughout Virginia to those individuals who’ve done the right thing, who do obey the law and do buckle up and their lives were spared.”


Mr. Allen then presented a “Saved by the Belt Award” to Rebecca Cline and thanked her for also having her son properly restrained. He also presented awards to James Steptoe and Cynthia Dinges.  Photographs were taken of the award recipients with the Council.  Mr. Allen stated that a photograph would be included in a statewide newsletter that goes out to all the law enforcement agencies that are involved with the “Click it or Ticket” program.  

Mr. Allen then announced that New Market Police Sargeant Chris Rinker has won the very prestigious Governor’s Transportation Safety Award for things that he’s done within this community and within Virginia to help with seat belt enforcement and child safety seat issues.  

Mr. Larry Orebaugh representing the New Market Area Chamber of Commerce had the following comments to present to the Council.  “Since being a member of the Chamber since 1970 I want to thank you for your support that you have given us through the years and to bring you an update as far as our Heritage Days goes.  We are moving ahead and we’re on schedule.  As of May 18th,  we’ve hired a part time worker at the Chamber office who will work on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday for 4 hours each day.  We have found 2 volunteers to work on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The booth we had at the Reenactment turned out to be a successful event, thanks to the help of volunteers.  With the Streetscape Project coming our way we look forward to working with you all on the building of our downtown business district.  Thank you.”


Ms. Mary Alice Burch, also representing the Chamber, presented the following  comments:  “Larry, I do want to thank you for coming to our annual banquet.  It was a lot of fun.  I sent invitations to all of the Councilmen and I didn’t see you there, but it was a great fundraiser.  The Chamber spent 2 days at a fundraiser at the Battlefield.  We had a lot of people helping, including Larry (Smith).  The Chamber has been planning Heritage Days to be held August 22nd and 23rd, and that is another fundraiser.  I think July 4th we will be selling bottled water, and selling 50-50 raffle tickets at Heritage Days. Again, this is a fundraiser.”
Committee Reports

Finance and Personnel:  

Mr. Fadeley reported that the Finance and Personnel Committee did not meet during the month of May.

Public Works:  

Mr. Blosser reported that the Public Works Committee met on Monday, May 4, 2009 with all members present.  They heard updates from Mr. Chris Boies on the following:  the fire at the Maintenance Shop and the damage to the building, vehicles, and backhoe; update on the force main pump station; update on the I&I Project; and update on the pool repairs.

Public Safety:


Mr. Comer reported that the Public Safety Committee met on Monday, May 4, 2009 with all members present.  The only agenda item was discussion and consideration of authorizing payment of the Town’s annual donation to the New Market Volunteer Fire Department which will be in June.  This $20,000 is minus expenses paid for utilities by the Town throughout the year.  The Committee voted unanimously to recommend to Council the approval of reinstating this donation.

Tourism, Economic Development, and Historic Preservation:  


Mr. Durrett reported that the Committee did not meet in May.

Action Items:


The first action item was discussion and consideration of authorizing payment of the annual donation ($20,000 minus expenses paid for utilities by the Town throughout the year) to the New Market Fire Department in June.  Mr. Litten made a motion to authorize payment of the donation as described to the New Market Fire Department. The motion was seconded by Mr. Comer.  Following a statement by Mr. Comer stressing the importance of passing this motion, the motion carried on the following roll call vote:

ayes (6) nays (0).


The second agenda item was discussion and consideration of Ordinance #67 adopting the Fiscal Year 09-10 Town Budget.  Mr. Click made a motion to adopt Ordinance #67, the Fiscal Year 09-10 Budget.  Mr. Litten seconded the motion which passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mayor’s Comments:

Mayor Smith stated, “Once again we should not have a meeting without mentioning the $4.26 million in stimulus money that the Staff worked very hard for and we were awarded to help offset the cost of the force main project from the sewer line.  So once again we give heartfelt thanks to Chris and his Staff for being vigilant and making sure that we stayed on top of getting that money.  It’s going to save for all of us in the long run.”

“This week-end was the Reenactment week-end and I thought it was terrific that we had a bit of reenacting on Friday afternoon. The mounted cavalry coming down from Route 11 and then the South driving the Yankees down Congress Street amongst the traffic was even more interesting.  I understand one of the shopkeepers evidently didn’t get the word that this was happening and ran out and grabbed one of the Union Colonels and screamed in his ear to stop and asked what was going on.  She was in a bit of a panic, but I think it was primarily because she saw blue uniforms.  I did get a terrific picture of the Confederate Cavalry coming down John Sevier Road with a school bus behind them, so our timing wasn’t the best.”

“I’d like to thank you all for your citizens’ comments and for attending the meeting.  Once again, congratulations to those people who got the seat belt awards.  I think it sets a fine example for the community.

Council Comments:


Mr. Comer had one comment:  “Mr. Mayor, I’d like to thank you and the rest of you who are on Council with me for your action tonight for the Fire Department.  I thank you for your consideration and your diligence to me and to the Department, especially Chief Hughes.  We appreciate it very much.”
Staff Comments:


Mr. Boies made the following statements: “(I’m debating on how much of a hard time to give Mr. Fadeley for being late) but I did want to thank him for his help on the budget.  This was my first budget process and his experience was certainly very appreciated throughout the process that we went through.  As you all know, approving the budget is one of the bigger things we do during the year and I really appreciate your help, Troy.”


“I also wanted to recognize Chris Rinker for his Governor’s Safety Award.  We’re going to publicize that when he receives the award in August.”


“I want to thank Mr. Ritchie for the work he did.  We’ve had a rough two or three weeks with the storms, sewer backups, waterline breaks and things of that nature. We’ve all put in a lot of hours, and I appreciate the work Mike and his crew does.”

“I also need to note that the pool repairs have been completed and they’re filling the pool right now.  It looks like we’re going to be able to open for Memorial Day week-end.”


“I also need to update you in that we’ve received approximately $66,000 from the insurance company for the building, backhoe, and the things of that nature.  After speaking with Council, I think the Town Staff could go ahead and spend that money to replace the items that were damaged, and would not have to go back through the normal process, because we certainly won’t exceed the amount that we received from the insurance company.
Closed Session


There were no closed sessions.

Adjournment

Following a motion by Mr. Litten, with Mr. Comer seconding, the meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm.
.








___________________








Larry Smith, Mayor
________________________

Jeanne K. Rinker, Town Clerk

