Minutes of the New Market 

Town Council Meeting

June 15, 2009

7:30 pm


The New Market Town Council met in the Council Chambers of the Arthur L. Hildreth, Jr. Municipal Building on Monday, June 15, 2009 with the following members present:  Larry Smith, Mayor, John Blosser, Vice Mayor, Ripley Click, Harry Durrett, Eddie Litten, Gary Comer and Troy Fadeley.  
Town Attorney – Jason Ham

Town Manager – Chris Boies

Town Clerk – Jeanne Rinker

Visitors and Press – See attached sheet


Mayor Smith called the meeting to order and established that a quorum was present.  The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.  

Approval of the Agenda


Mr. Fadeley moved to approve the agenda and Mr. Comer seconded.  The 

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Consent Agenda


Mayor Smith presented the Consent Agenda which included minutes from the May 11th Budget Public Hearing, the May 19th Council Meeting and the Financial Statements for May 2009.  Mr. Litten made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Mr. Comer seconded the motion which passed unanimously on a voice vote.

Public Hearings


There were no public hearings.

Citizen Comments and Petitions


Mr. Larry Orebaugh, Co-President of the New Market Area Chamber of Commerce was the first to speak.  He stated, “I’d like to take this opportunity to bring you up to date on our various activities within the Chamber.  We have scheduled our Heritage Days Festival for August 22nd and 23rd, 2009.  

To assist us in planning we are asking the Town of New Market to consider the following requests:   (1) We request the use of the Municipal Parking Lot for food and craft vendors and also the use of electricity.  (2)We request the use of Congress Street for vendors and crafters as outlined in a letter from VDOT from last year.  These conditions of use were approved in the past by both the Council and VDOT and were successfully implemented.  (3) We request also that the Town waive the itinerant merchant’s fee for the week-end of August 22nd and 23rd, 2009.  


Also within the Chamber, we gave a welcome basket to our new shop on Congress Street.  It’s called “I Shop – a wee bit used”.  Welcome baskets were also given to Italian Job and to the new Subway shop at the Exxon station. 

Chris has received our monthly Treasurer’s report. This is something we do each month.  I’d like for you, if you have time, to check it out.


Our Chamber members have logged in their volunteer hours for the last 4 months.  We have had 530 volunteer hours. As of now, this is something we will be reporting on a monthly basis.  I’d like to make the comment also that volunteer work is a very vital part of our Chamber activities.”  Mr. Orebaugh then asked if there were any comments or questions.


Mr. Boies commented, “I received your letter about the Heritage Days and that will be placed on the next Tourism Committee agenda, with the Chairman’s permission.  I didn’t take it straight to the Council because I didn’t think it was that time sensitive.”


Mr. Orebaugh added, “We’re trying to do a good job for the Town through our Chamber.  We still have a long ways to go, but we’re out there trying.  Thank you.”


The next citizen to comment was Mr. Jim Douglas, volunteer coordinator for the 4th of July parade.  Mr. Douglas gave an update on the parade as follows:  “Each of you (Council members) has waiting for you on July 4th at The Shenvalee a wonderful golf cart.  Last year they spiffed them up.  Your name will be on them.  If you don’t take them that will be just fine, but at least you’ve got something to ride in the parade.  We would love to have you there.  We would like for you to pick up an American flag if you can.   
If not, we will try to have some on hand so you can wave a flag and be patriotic.  Other than that, plans for the parade continue to go on as usual.”

Committee Reports

Finance and Personnel:


Mr. Fadeley reported that the Committee did not meet in June.

Public Works:


Mr. Blosser reported that the Public Works Committee met on June 1, 2009 with all members present.  Mr. Boies gave an update on the force main/pump station project.  The bid documents and plans are basically finished and are being sent to the DEQ.  


The second agenda item was an update on the I & I project.  Mr. Ritchie gave the progress report and fielded a few questions.


A closed session was held to discuss actual or probable litigation.  After the closed session, the meeting was adjourned.  


Following Mr. Blosser’s report, Mayor Smith asked if the advertisement for the bids had gone out.  Mr. Boies replied that they had.  The Roanoke Times published it in Sunday’s edition and it was in the Daily News Record, Northern Virginia Daily, and Winchester Star that day.  
Public Safety:


Mr. Comer reported that the Public Safety Committee did not meet in June.
Tourism, Economic Development and Historic Preservation


Mr. Durrett reported that the Committee met on Monday, June 1, 2009.  Mr. Litten was absent.  First on the agenda was an update on the July 4th celebration. A schedule was presented and reviewed.  The final planning meeting is scheduled for June 23, 2009 at 7:00 pm at the Town Park, at which time participant setups and last minute details will be reviewed.  

The second agenda item was the introduction of the Town intern from JMU, Adam Facetti, who is working on formulating an Economic Development Plan package that can be presented to businesses and prospective businesses in a way that will show what New Market has to offer.  Adam gave a brief outline of his work to date that included meeting with various business owners and County officials.  He presented his main goals which are to expand and promote existing businesses, attract new businesses, and to increase traffic for the businesses.  It is expected that a draft of the Plan will be presented to the Committee for review soon.


In other business, Mr. Boies mentioned that the Council had received a letter from various businesses in the community.  It was agreed that any reply to the letter would be delayed until the Economic Development Plan has been completed, because a number of issues in the letter will be addressed in the Plan.
Action Items:


The first and only action item on the agenda was discussion and consideration of an Official Intent to Reimburse Pipeline Costs Resolution.  The Town will be incurring costs associated with the pipeline project and this resolution will allow the Town to include these costs as part of the loan for this project.  Mr. Boies asked Attorney Ham to discuss the Official Intent Resolution.    

Mr. Ham proceeded as follows:  “At the end of your packet is an Official Intent Resolution.  The Town will be borrowing some money in December for the force main project and we are going to start the process of acquiring easements along the pipeline for construction equipment and various other projects.  What this allows you to do is reimburse your legal costs and land acquisition costs and any other costs for the pipeline from now forward.  The funds won’t be issued until December and this allows you to start keeping a separate tally of those costs.  Then eventually you can reimburse the Town’s funds for that.  If you don’t have this you can only reimburse yourselves for expenditures done within 60 days of issuing the bond.  Since we’re working on this right now, it seems like a good idea to pass this resolution.”


Mr. Click made a motion to adopt the Official Intent Resolution.  It was seconded by Mr. Blosser and passed unanimously on a roll call vote.  

Mayor’s Comments


Mayor Smith urged everybody to bring friends and family and come to the July 4th events at the park.  He stated that the Committee has worked very hard to offer a variety of activities.  A new attraction this year is free admission to the pool.

He also gave a reminder that Rebel season is underway and urged everyone to come out and support the team.


Mayor Smith commended the citizens in town who have been cleaning and fixing up their properties both on Congress Street and John Sevier Road. 

Council Comments


Mr. Litten commented that the Town of Woodstock is not having a fireworks display this year so that should bring more people into our town.  Mr. Blosser added that Bryce Mountain has scheduled their fireworks for Friday night, July 3rd.  This may also bring more people our way.
Staff Comments


Mr. Boies complimented Town Clerk, Jeanne Rinker for the good job she does on the minutes of the Council meetings.

Closed Session


The final agenda item was a closed session as authorized by Section 2.2-3711(A)(7) of the state code to consult with legal counsel and be briefed by staff members about actual or probable litigation, where such consultation or briefing in open meeting would adversely affect the local government’s negotiating or litigating posture.  Mr. Litten made the move to go into closed session at 7:46 pm.  Mr. Comer seconded the motion which passed on the following roll call vote: ayes (6) nays (0).


Following the closed session Mr. Boies read the Certification Resolution which states “With respect to the just-concluded closed session, and to the best of each member’s knowledge, (i) only public business matters lawfully exempted from open meeting requirements under The Virginia Freedom of Information Act and (ii) only such public business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the Town Council. Mr. Litten made a motion to end the closed session at 8:08 pm pursuant to reading of the Certification Resolution.  Mr. Fadeley seconded the motion which passed on a unanimous roll call vote. 
Adjournment


With no further business to consider Mr. Comer moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:09 pm.  Motion carried.








____________________









Larry Smith, Mayor

___________________________

Jeanne K. Rinker, Town Clerk

